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What is eTwinning? ) Twinning

eTwinning is the European platform created in 2005 by the
European Union Commission to promote international virtual
partnerships and good practices exchanges among European
schools. Since 2005 onward, the platform has gone through
several changes and nowadays, under the Erasmus program, it
is considered a basic instrument of innovation in learning and
teaching strategies with particular reference to cross
disciplinary and disciplines integration.



eTwinning fosters the use of a PBL approach based on digital tools. This
approach is moreover powerfully inclusive as the variety of tools and
strategies the whole platform can provide is helpful in coping with
learning difficulties, which are a tough Cha//enge for traditional teaching
approaches. T—
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What is PBL— Project Based Learning ?

The definition of PBL “Project Based Learning (PBL) is stated by Thomas
Markham (Project Based Learning,2011) who describes project-based
learning thus: "PBL integrates knowing and doing. Students learn
knowledge and elements of the core curriculum, but also apply what
they know to solve authentic problems and produce results that matter.
Using PBL students take advantage of digital tools to produce high
quality, collaborative products”.



eTwinning and PBL in foreign language teaching

As foreign language teaching is transversal to all school curricula this approach is
really effective, as long as CLIL (Content and Language Integrated Learning) . This
assumption is at the same time one of the mainframe fundaments of the
Academic plan, based on Beauty and Innovation, belonging to the school where |
have been teaching so far, Istituto Comprensivo Laura Lanza Baronessa di
Carini,located in Sicily, Italy .

A PBL approach based on eTwinning and on Interculturality characterised around
the 80 per cent of the whole academic curricula related to L2 or L3 according to the
path the project was covering in each school year.

In thisway L2 /L3

Functions

Structures

Contents

Vocabulary

are all related to the Projects topic itself.

Doing things in L2 /L3 . This is the Key.



PBL and eTwinning applied to Lab School Asset

In this way a laboratorial asset and the detach from the rigid classes
structures is very helpful .In Laura Lanza School spaces are
revolutionized from the students’ point of view, no static frontal asset
with a main desk but open and flexible ones in charge of the students
themselves. In particular concerning the Foreign Language field, a
Laboratorial working space has been introduced where the new path
in the acquisition of language skills could take place in the most suitable
way. The lab was ICT equipped and had a flexible set-up.



The Intercultural Lab in Laura Lanza School
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Students working in the Intercultural Lab




eTwinning projects and PBL experience in Laura Lanza school

In around 9 years, in Laura Lanza school, about 40 eTwinning projects
were carried on involving around 200-250 students working within the
same class or in paired classes. Most of these projects were awarded by
the European Quality Label, a recognition of the added European value
of the project by the European eTwinning Board.
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Two examples

A Brave New Nation:The Rainbow Citizens

’EHA “ 7 ";Q(k ‘
Values: The Essence of an Active Citizen - The StoryTelling
Corner




Title: A Brave New Nation The
Rainbow Citizens.

Age of the Students: 12-14
Partners of the project:

taly | C Laura Lanza Baronessa di
Carini, Carini(PA)

France College du Revermont,
Bourg En Bresse

The Netherlands CSG Calvijn
vestiging Groene Hart,
Barendrecht

Disciplines involved: Citizenship,
Environmental Education, Foreign
Languages, Geography, Natural
Sciences, and Technology
Language: English
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GET READY!

Watch this little animation | have created to help you with your task!




| he ecological home better preserves our planet!

Our ideal house.

The main aim was that
to promote citizenship
and environmental
awareness. A simulated
real situation was
stated ina PBLThe
main topic was the
imaginary rebuilding of
the students’
hometown after a
climate disaster due to
pollution and abuse of
earth resourcesin
which they were, the
only survivors. Like the
Pilgrim Fathers, they
had to planand
manage a new society
through practical real
tasks, althoughina
simulated scenario.



And here we are!

The final

Let's tell the world

how great it all was to work together on project
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Title: Values - The Essence of an Active Citizen- The Storytelling corner
Age of the Students: 11-14

Partners of the project:

taly | C Laura Lanza Baronessa di Carini, Carini(PA)

Portugal Agrupamento de Escolas Cego do Maio Povoa de Varzim, Portugal
Poland Zespot Szkot Szkota Podstawowa Pobiedziskach Pobiedziska
Fstonia Kuusalu Keskkool Kuusalu

Turkey Esenler ENGIN CAN GURE ORTAOKULU Esenler

Norway Kvaale skule.Sogndal

Croatia Osnovna skola Otona Ivekovica,Zagreb

Disciplines involved: Foreign Languages, Language and Literature, Arts,
Language: English
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SEE MORES  SHARE The other project was supporting one of the
B school financed Erasmus Plus Ka2 partnerships
involving students of the same age. The main
Keepers of the aim of this project was to experience useful
mva':e: strategies to fight early school leaving. One of
o~ o the strategies was a non-formal educational
W = 3 tool, the Art of Storytelling.
TABLE OF CONTENTS This ebook s for pupls, teachers and sll those who enjoy stores and

storytelling.

Legends and stories performed by each team of the Frasmus+ Project at the . o . )
’ It is the final product of the activities developed in the meeting that took

place in Portugal in March 2016 and is part of the Erasmus+ Project

(CROATIA)
VEAC — The Essence of an Active Citizen.
{ITALY)
In the meeting we heard and travelled in the legends and stories of the
{NOBWAY) seven countries. In this ebook we can have the same feelings by reading
and watching the pictures and videos created during a Storytelling
e (TURKEY) Festival.
1782 (ESTOMNIA} Europe is rich in folktales and legends. All the countries in this project
PORTUGAL have their own special stories, be it a legend, a Dark Age mystery, a
Powered by @ iISsuu strange happening or a fable and this ebook gathers legends from each

country in the project.

Babina Bilka

i Arti nell'E .
Participating schools:
lostedalsrypa
Otona Ivekovifa Primary School - Croatia

L Comp. laura lanza Baronessa di Carini - Italy

Legenda o Smoku Wawelskim

i Kvale School - Norway

A Lenda do Galo de Barcelos Zespol Szkol w Pobiedziskach - Poland

Kuusalu Secondary School - Estonia

Engin Can Gure Secondary School - Turkey

AE Cego do Maio — Portugal
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Arthurian legend in Etna

(IraLy)

Storyteller assistant: Everybody knows that in Sicily Mount Etna lies. It is
a huge floming volcano topping the town of Catonia, @ mount called
whatsoever Mongibelio. The citizens still tell that, emong its desert
inners, you con find traces of the ancient residence of the legendary King

Arthur.

And now we are going to tell about his staying in Etno valleys. But to give
greater honour to the Noble King I will give the word to my Master,

famous and gracious storyteller of all the times.

Storyteller: My noble, deor oudience, | would like to tell you @ short tale

showing the greatness and magnaonimity of o so Noble Monarch. You

SHARE

The result was
an eBook on
legends
assembled by
teachers and
students in both
languages,
mother tongue
of each country
taking part to
the project and
second
language.
https://issuu.co
m/erasmusveac
/docs/keepers
of the values



https://issuu.com/erasmusveac/docs/keepers_of_the_values

The way in which eTwinning and PBL are related is one of the most effective way
for students to learn and improve foreign language competences, but also
mother tongue. The twinspace and the project moreover affords to use most
languages and they have an inclusive value for students with less advantaged in
their levels of acquisition of competences and contents. Moreover the use of a
virtual platform, the detach from traditional school curricula promotes
engagement, and motivation as the students feel they are doing something
concrete and effective, a way towards which school plan have to tend.



In Laura Lanza School these experiences way of teaching gave birth to the
Intercultura Academic project in which cultural awareness and exchanges were
the basis of foreign language learning open to all disciplines. A working place
based on communication in which language is the tool and which learning by
doing is a duty, a duty to raise competences, motivation and success in students
in the optic of Long Life Learning for the sake of European tomorrow citizens .
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Thanks for your Attention!



